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•	 MEP Hilde Vautmans, Chair of the MEP Group for Kidney Health, European Parliament 
•	 MEP Ondřej Knotek, Member of the MEP Group for Kidney Health, European Parliament
•	 Prof. Raymond Vanholder, President, European Kidney Health Alliance (EKHA)

•	 Patient testimony
Emily Petrides, Vice-President, European Kidney Patients’ Federation (EKPF)

•	 The links between current treatments for kidney patients and environmental pollution 
	Ĵ Dr. Mark Harber, Consultant nephrologist, The Royal Free Hospital, London 
	Ĵ Dr. Ilaria de Barbieri, President & Scientific Board Chair, European Dialysis  

and Transplant Nurses Association/European Renal Care Association (EDTNA/ERCA)

•	 Back to the future: How does the life of a person with kidney disease look like in 2030 ?  
Dr. Fokko Wieringa, Principal Scientist, Connected Health Solutions Department, IMEC,  
The Netherlands 

Questions & answers

•	 MEP Jutta Paulus, Member of the MEP Group for Kidney Health, European Parliament
•	 MEP Ondřej Knotek, Member of the MEP Group for Kidney Health, European Parliament 
•	 Dr. Murray Sheldon, Associate Director for Technology and Innovations, Center for Devices and 

Radiological Health, Food & Drug Administration (FDA), United States
•	 Paul T. Conway, Chair of Policy and Global Affairs, and Past President of the American 

Association of Kidney Patients (AAKP), United States

Questions & answers

Prof. Raymond Vanholder, President of the European Kidney Health Alliance (EKHA)

Concluding remarks 

Opening statements

Current challenges in kidney disease treatments

Roundtable: Countdown to 2030 - How can the European Union help scale up 
green innovation for kidney disease in the next ten years? 
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Dr. Ilaria de Barbieri
President & Scientific Board Chair, European Dialysis 
and Transplant Nurses Association/European Renal Care
Association (EDTNA/ERCA)

Dr. Ilaria de Barbieri works at the Padova University Hospital, 
Italy, as a nurse and she is in charge of the Continuous 
and Post-Basic nursing Education and Clinical Research 
at the Healthcare Professions Department. She is adjunct 
Professor of the University of Padova (Italy) at the Nursing 
Master Degree and other post-basic courses. 
Dr. de Barbieri is a member of the European Dialysis 
Transplant Nurse Association/European Renal Care 
Association (EDTNA/ERCA) since 2004, member of the 
Executive Committee since 2016, Chair of the Scientific 
Board since 2020 and currently EDTNA/ERCA President. 
Her scientific publications mainly concern the nursing 
renal care.
 
 
 

Paul T. Conway
Chair of Policy and Global Affairs, and Past President 
of the American Association of Kidney Patients (AAKP), 
United States 

Paul T. Conway serves as Chair of Policy and Global Affairs and is 
Immediate Past President of the American Association of Kidney 
Patients (AAKP), America’s oldest and largest independent 
kidney patient health education and advocacy organization. 
Conway has managed kidney disease for nearly four decades, 
including more than two years on dialysis and, for the past 20 
years, as a kidney transplant recipient. As a policy professional, 
he has served in various roles under four U.S. presidents and 
in support of five U.S. presidential transitions. He is involved in 
multiple patient-centered national health care transformation 
initiatives aimed at increasing the inclusion of patient preference 
information and patient-reported outcome data across federally-
administered and funded programs and evaluation processes. 
He serves as the Chair of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s 
Patient Engagement and Advocacy Committee for medical 
devices and was selected by the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) to serve as a member of the External Expert Panel for 
the NIH Kidney Precision Medicine Project. He is a Patient 
Voice Editor for the Clinical Journal of the American Society of 
Nephrology and a 2017 President’s Medal from the American 
Society of Nephrology.

 
 

Dr. Mark Harber
Consultant nephrologist, The Royal Free Hospital, London

Dr. Mark Harber is an associate professor (UCL) and consultant 
Nephrologist at the Royal Free and has been in his current post 
since 2005.  Currently clinical lead for sustainability with NHS 
London. As well as general nephrology Dr. Harber has a special 
interest in transplantation and infectious disease associated 
with this. He has a keen interest in teaching and post-graduate 
education; over the years having run several nephrology courses 
and is editor of ‘Practical Nephrology’ Text book (pub Springer 
2014) and second edition Primer in Nephrology (Springer 2022).
Dr. Harber also promotes links with renal units in resource poor 
countries such as Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Malawi and Uganda.

 
MEP Ondřej Knotek
Member of the MEP Group for Kidney Health, 
European Parliament

MEP Ondřej Knotek is a Czech Member of the European 
Parliament (MEP), part of the Renew Europe Group since 
May 2019. Knotek is the co-chair of the TRANSFORM 
MEP Interest Group which aims at promoting dialogue on 
transformative gene and cell therapies, as well as a member 
of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food 
Safety (ENVI). Previously, he worked as quality manager at 
ROTAREX, a Luxembourgish medical device company, where 
he implemented EU legislation on medical products such as 
the Medical Device Regulation (MDR) and at LONZA, a Swiss 
pharmaceutical company. MEP Knotek holds a degree of 
chemical engineering from the Institute of Chemical Technology. 
 
 

MEP Jutta Paulus 
Member of the MEP Group for Kidney Health, 
European Parliament

MEP Jutta Paulus is a German Member of the European 
Parliament (MEP) for The Greens/EFA since 2019. She is a 
member of the committees on Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety (ENVI), Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) and 
Transport (TRAN). She is the rapporteur for the revision of the EU 
regulation for monitoring, reporting and verification of shipping 
emissions. MEP Paulus started her career as a pharmacist, 
co-founded an independent laboratory for the examination of 
chemical hazards, and worked in quality management. From 
2017 to 2019, she was the regional co-president of the Rhineland-
Palatinate Greens. MEP Jutta Paulus dedicated her political 
work to climate, energy and environmental challenges. She 
aims to achieve that the European Union takes effective action 
against climate change and that human beings, animals and 
nature are protected from destruction, pollution and poisoning. 
 
 

Emily Petrides
Vice-President, European Kidney Patient’s Federation
(EKPF)

Emily Petrides is a kidney disease patient’s representative. 
She was diagnosed with Polycystic Kidney Disease (Type 1) 
in 1988, at the age of 16. She received a kidney transplant from 
her mother in 2007. Ms Petrides comes from a family that has 
a very strong presence of hereditary Polycystic Kidney Disease 
(Type 1). 
Her father and her uncle lost their lives very early from the above 
mentioned disease, at the ages of 42 and  33. Currently, eight 
members of her family suffer from the disease. Emily Petrides 
is President of the Pancyprian Kidney Organization since 2018. 
Prior to this she was Member of the Board from 2010-2014, and 
Honorary President from 2014-2018. Since 2018, she also acts 
as Member of the Board of the National Transplant Council, 
Vice-President of the European Kidney Patients’ Federation 
(EKPF), and member of the Board of OSAK, the Cyprus Patients 
Organization Federation.
 
 



Dr. Murray Sheldon
Associate Director for Technology and Innovations,
Center for Devices and Radiological Health, Food & Drug
Administration (FDA), United States

Dr. Murray Sheldon, MD, received his medical degree from 
the University of Michigan Medical School in 1975 and his 
cardiovascular fellowship at the University of California, Davis 
and the Montefiore Hospital and Medical Center in New York.
After practicing cardiac, thoracic and vascular surgery in 
Northern California for over 20 years, he entered the medical 
device industry, leading device development projects and 
providing expert consultative services to numerous device 
development firms. Dr. Sheldon joined the FDA in 2013 as the 
Associate Director for Technology and Innovation overseeing 
the Center’s initiative to proactively facilitate medical device 
innovation to address unmet public health needs and to align 
what is traditionally done at FDA with what is required to 
support the US medical device ecosystem. His primary focus 
is working with FDA staff, the medical device industry, the 
clinical community and other stakeholders on ways to facilitate 
bringing innovative medical devices to the patients in the 
US first in the world. Dr. Sheldon currently leads the Medical 
Device Payer Communication Task Force, identifying methods 
to streamline the path from FDA approval to reimbursement. 
 
 

Prof. Raymond Vanholder
President, European Kidney Health Alliance (EKHA)

Prof. Vanholder is a retired nephrologist (Prof. Em at Ghent 
University) who published more than 900 papers, including 
reviews and book chapters, on the adequacy of dialysis, uremic 
toxicity and various topics related to clinical nephrology. 
He serves as a member of the editorial review board of several 
journals and is subject editor of Nephrology Dialysis and 
Transplantation and Toxins. Until autumn 2010, he has been 
Chair of the European Uremic Toxin Work Group (EUTox) and 
member of the Executive Board and treasurer of Kidney Disease 
Improving Global Outcomes (KDIGO). Until summer 2011, he 
was the chair of the European Renal Best Practice (ERBP). Until 
autumn 2014, he chaired the Renal Disaster Relief Task Force 
(RDRTF) of the International Society of Nephrology (ISN) and 
participated in several international relief operations. 
Prof Vanholder is the founding president of the Belgian 
Society of Nephrology (BVN-SBN), past president of the 
European Society of Artificial Organs (ESAO) and  immediate 
past president of The European Renal Association. 
He is now chairing the European Kidney Health Alliance. 
 
 

 
 
 

MEP Hilde Vautmans
Chair of the MEP Group for Kidney Health, 
European Parliament

MEP Hilde Vautmans is a Belgian Member of the European 
Parliament (MEP) since January 2015. Within the European 
Parliament (EP), she focuses on foreign affairs, agriculture, 
migration, defence and security. She is also Chair of the MEP 
Group for Kidney Health, Chair of the MEP Horse Group, Co-
Chair of the European Parliament Intergroup on Children’s Rights 
and Vice-President of the European Parliament Anti-Racism 
and Diversity Intergroup. Ms. Vautmans started her political 
career at the office of, then Prime Minister, Guy Verhofstadt, 
advising him in the fields of foreign and military affairs, 
external aid and equal opportunities. Prior to entering the EP, 
she was a member of the Belgian House of Representatives. 
 
 

Dr. Fokko Wieringa
Principal Scientist, Connected Health Solutions
Department, IMEC, The Netherlands

Dr. Fokko Wieringa has 35 years of experience in MedTech 
innovation and 23 granted patents. He is the Principal Scientist 
within the Health Department of IMEC (Interuniversity 
Microelectronics Centre) in the Netherlands. He also works 
as part-time associate professor of medical technology at the 
University Medical Centre Utrecht. 
He is specialised in medical technology (kidney). As such he 
acts as liaison to the international roadmap of the Kidney Health 
Initiative and Chair of EKHA’s ‘Breakthrough Innovation’ working 
group. He is the Dutch delegate on worldwide standardization 
of Dialysis Equipment and Member of the worldwide 
standards issuing body IEC (International Electrotechnical 
Commission). Dr Fokko Wieringa won the 2021 KidneyX Prize.  
 
 

Tamsin Rose
Moderator
 
Tamsin Rose provides strategic advice on health and civil 
society development. Over the years she has worked as an 
advisor and consultant on public health issues for a range of 
institutions (Swedish Institute of Public Health, WHO Europe, 
Stop TB Partnership, DG Research, DG Education and Culture, DG 
SANTE), philanthropic bodies (Open Society Institute, European 
Funders Group on HIV, KNCV), and civil society organisations 
(IOGT-NTO, EPHA, Social Platform). She is also a Senior Fellow 
at Friends of Europe.
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